[Relationship between sex and the development and course of experimental chronic alcoholism].
The existence of sex differences in the development and course of experimental alcoholism in sexually mature rats (with 20 individual animals of each sex) was established. With formation of preference to a 8% ethanol solution as against water, with free access of the animals to the liquids, this process by its speed is shown to proceed quicker in males, but the females display a greater degree of preference. Moreover, the females manifest a greater lability with respect to the fortifying properties of ethanol. In framing the preference the presence of a second animal of the same or the other sex leads to a greater consumption of ethanol by the females than by males. On a repeated offering of ethanol following its cancellation the renewed preference of ethanol to water occurs in females quicker and more intensively than in males.